CHOLERA AND THE MECCAN PILGRIMAGE.
DR. SAMUBL W. JOHNSON, M.B , etc. (Surgeon R.N.) writes to 11q: IN connection with the cholera now prevailing among the Meccan pilgrims at Kamaran and Djeddah in the Red Sea (as also at Mecca), a few remarks of a recent visit to these ports inay be of public interest, especially in reference to the great Indian meetings of Mahommedans at Hyderabad and Calcutta addressed by Mr. Ernest Hart recently on this subject, and their resolutions protesting against the horrors of quarantine at Kamaran and Jeddah, and urging upon the bultan the measures of reform which Mr. Hart has formulated. It is high time that these proteats were followed by energetic action. "On March 19th and 20th last I was shown over the quarantine lazaretto on Kamaran Island by Dr. Vaum6, Inspector-General, and other members of the Medical Board who are quartered annually in the island from January to June inclusive, the period of the 'Hadj.' There are five camps in Kamaran, each consistinl of twenty to thirty huts, and intended for about a thousand pilgrims; the huts are of lattice work and straw, and practically have open ventilation; the floor, consisting of sand, is overlaid with mats. Latrines are situated on the southern side of each camp, from which the excreta, before being cast into the sea, are mixed with chloride of zinc, lime, and other disinfectants. Each camp is provided with a well in its midst, which is surrounded by a stone wall surmounted with a thatched roof. I wa3 assured by the Medical Board that the Camp of In'1an pilgrims In quarantine; on the right is a well showing pi the physician in charge of the can water in the wells is quite pure, and cannot be contaminated, owing to the precautions taken. " I herewith append two photographs I took of a camp inhabited by Indian pilgrims, showing some pilgrims ascending the well to draw water, etc. " All pilgrims from India are compelled to undergo ten days' quarantine on a payment of 10 rupees per head; while pilgrims from Singapore, Java, and the Dutch colonies are quarantined for five days. There is a cordon round each camp guarded by three or four Turkish soldiers, who prevent egress or ingress to the camp. The Medical Board at Kamaran consists of an Inspector and five qualified physicians, but there are no Mahommedan nor female physicians at the lazaretto. A physician lives in each inhabited camp.
" At the end of the period of quarantine the pilgrims have toc pass -through a disinfecting establishment, where their clothes and belongings are introduced into a steam chamber for twenty minutes at a temperature of 2200 F.
" As Kamaran is about eleven days by steamer from Bombay and considerably longer from Singapore, Java, etc., this compulsory and lengthy quarantine, coupled with the extortionate charge of a rupee per day per head, is fraught with unnecessary delay and expense topilgrims. The fears expressed byMr. Ernest Hart and endorsed at the great Mohammedan meeting at Hyderabad of the scandalous quarantine regulations now in force are beingrealised with an appalling sacrificeof life. What is needed is instead of the present compulsory quarantine of all pilgrims a medi- 
SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.
A FURTHER valuable contribution to the evidence being taken by the Select Committee of the House of Commons was given last week by Mr. Charles Umney, of the firm of Wright, Layman, and Umney. Speaking in his capacity of wholesale druggist and manufacturing chemist, with a practical experience extending over some thirty years, Mr. Umney bore testimony to the beneficial influence of the existing Act in improving the quality of drugs sold in this country by retail.
It was mainly to the difficulties which have been experienced in the administration of the Act that Mr. Umney's evidence was directed. Chief among these is the fact that the British Pharmacopxeia is not constituted by statute the legal authority as to the standard for drugs. Some public analysts have assumed that the contrary is the case, and they have consequently been led into error when advising local authorities as to the desirability of instituting prosecutions. Such a result was also attributed in part to a want of sufficient knowledge of drugs on the part of public analysts, and it was suggested that their official functions should be restricted to the performance of the chemical work for which they are qualified as experts. Another difficulty which has caused public analysts considerable embarrassment is the persistent demand on the part of the public for household medicinal preparations compounded according to antiquated formulae differing from those given in the British Pharmaceopaia for similar preparations. Owing to that eircumstance many unnecessary disputes have arisen as to alleged infringements of the Act, for which there was not really any adequate foundation.
In connection with the trade in drugs, Mr. Umney Fuggested that the application of the term "drug" should be extended more in conformity with the spirit of the Act, and not specifically restricted to articles used for medicinal purposes. In regard to all such articles he thinks that wholesale transactions should be subject to the operation of the Act as well as retail sales, and in support of that opinion he instanced the case of drug brokers who sometimes offer spurious articles for sale under the names of drugs which they resemble, or for which it was thought they might be substituted To prevent such practices, and to secure the purity of drugs sold by retail, it was suggested that the standards adopted for articles included in the British Pharmacopeia should be made the legal standards for all purposes of the Act, and that in the case of articles used in medicine. but not included in the British Pharmacopoeia, the standards given in other Pharmacopaias should be adopted according to the particular circumstances of the case.
As to the indication to be given by sellers in regard to the quality of articles supplied by them, Mr. Umney suggests that the warranty should be limited in regard to time according as the articles were or were not liable to change or decompose when kept. The aotual form of su-h a warranty might be either the invoice relating to the article sold or a label affixed to each parcel, according as the sales were wholesale or retail.
In regard to the authoritative settlement of all these points, and of any disputes which arise in relation to them, Mr. Umney lays special stress upon the desirability of constituting a competent council or committee of advice or reference as being a condition essential for the due administration of the Act and proper regard for the interests of all concerned. The suggestions he makes for the constitution of such an authority are of a nature to indicate his opinion that not only should the general public be represented, but also traders and various classes of the community possessing special professional or technical knowledge. With that object he suggests that the members should be nominated respectively by the General Medical Council, the Board of Inland Revenue. the Institute of Chemistry, the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, and the London Chamber of Commerce. The utility of a body so constituted in settling the numerou3 questions which have arisen of late years in regard to what is to ,be generally understood by the term adulteration, and how far the application of a principle is to be carried in particular instances, cannot be questioned. It may indeed be said that the efficient administration of a statute for preventing fraudulent and hurtful adulteration is to a large extent dependent upon the assistance and guidance which such a controlling body could render. Nothing could be more conducive to the protection of public interests or of traders desirous of fairly meeting the demands of their customers, and it may be inferred that Mr. Umney's statement as to the feeling in favour of such amendment of the Food and Drugs Act prevailing in the trade with which he is more closely connected would meet with general approval and support from all sections of the trading community.
THE COUNCIL OF' THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. THE members of Council who retire in July, having served eight years, are Sir T. Spencer Wells, Mr. Hutchinson, and Mr. Willett. Of these three, Mr. Willett alone seeks reelection. Two " substitute members" will also be elected. The late Mr. Darham's place will be filled by one substitute till 1900, as Mr. Durham was re-elected in 1892. Mr. Hulke's substitute will hold the deceased member's place till 1897, as the re-election of the late President as member of Council dates from 1889. As the latter vacancy is the earlier of the two, it will be filled by the candidate who comes fifth in number of votes, the fourth taking Mr. Durham'd place.
The following are the twenty-four members of Council, as the list stood before the recent losses. Three retire yearly, whilst the vacancy caused by the death of a member must be filled by a new member until the deceased's eight years are completed.
The members may be classified thus: 
